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Believe every word of it,  when  I say that   this only is the true foundation of a satyagrahi.
The Hindu, 4-1-1932
303.    TEMPLE-ENTRT SA TTAGRAHA
[On or before January 3, 1932]1
Whilst the Working Committee was in session during the last week I had several conversations with representatives from Kerala and other Congress workers about many questions arising in connection with Temple-entry Satyagraha. Instead of correcting the report produced by the interviewers in the form of questions and answers, I am giving below what I think should be the answer to their questions. The answers will be found so framed as to render unnecessary the questions being stated.
L It is necessary to bear in mind that the question of removal of untouchability, though it has a political significance of the greatest importance, is essentially and predominantly a religious question to be solved by the Hindus and as such for them it overshadows even the political aspect. That is to say, the duty of touchables in respect of removal of untouchability can never be subordinated to any political exigencies, hence the present political situation must not in any way be allowed to postpone the endeavour to end untouchability.
2.    In a religious and righteous   cause the  reformer has to face all consequences and even take the risk of temporary alienation of the sympathy of privileged classes. Those, therefore, who believe untouchability is a curse to be removed at all costs will not abate their effort for fear of finding themselves in a hopeless minority.
3.    If the present pujaris2 of temples strike work and refuse to perform the ceremonial required,   they should be replaced promptly and, if the particular caste which has supplied the pujaris fail to furnish a substitute, I would not hesitate   to find the priest from any other caste so long as he has the requisite   qualifications and conviction. The fact is that, so far as   I am aware, the majority of the existing pujaris are too   dependent on this service for their maintenance to continue the strike for   any length of time.   That
1 According to the source this article was dictated by Gandhiji under very heavy pressure of work in hourly expectation of arrest and handed over for publication just before his arrest on January 4.
2 Priests